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Stories 

My alphabet 
You could use this  
in a Starters or a low Movers class.  
 
A is for armchair. I like sitting in that. 
B is for box. That’s the name of my cat.  
 
C is for classroom and candy and cool.  
D is for our duck. It swims in our pool! 
 
E is for eggs. We eat those with bread.  
F is for face. That’s a part of my head! 
 
G is for Grandma’s great pineapple pie. 
H is for helicopter and happy and hi!  
 
I is for ice cream. We have that on hot days.  
‘J is for jellyfish’ my grandfather says.  
 
M is for meatballs and monkeys and mice.  
N is for numbers and next to and nice.  
 
O is for orange – the colour or fruit.  
P is for a pet. It lives in my boot.  
 
Q is for questions. I’ve got lots of those.  
R is for red. The best colour for clothes! 
 
S is for skating. I don’t do that well….   
T is for teacher and T-shirt and tell.  
 
U is for us. Yes, us - me and you.  
V is for very. Very old. Very new. 
 
W is for well done! What a long alphabet! 
X is for XXX at the end of your text… 
 
Z is for zebras. They live at the zoo.   
And, oh dear (I nearly forgot)  
Y is for yellow, year 
and thank YOU! 
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Teaching notes  
Not on the YLE Starters wordlist: ‘best’ ‘hot’ ‘pool’ ‘text’ and the verb ‘skate’ 
– but these are all on the Movers wordlist. Also, ‘I nearly forgot’ is way 
above level, but I needed it here!  
 
You might like to: 

• teach ‘A is for A…. .’ Ask a few open questions about things learners 
can see in the classroom. B is for ..? (board, box, ball etc.).  

• chant the poem paying attention to rhythm. Check any unknown 
words if necessary, but offer learners a chance to guess meanings 
before you define them.  

• read the poem out aloud once yourself, then perhaps pairs could 
take turns to read out each two-line verse in open class.  

• read out D again. Elicit other animals that like swimming. Learners 
could take turns to write a few suggestions on the board. Pairs then 
order them in size from small to large. Help with spellings if 
necessary or encourage dictionary use.  

• read out F again. Review ‘head’ vocabulary. Learners draw a picture 
of their own head and label eyes, nose, ears, hair etc. Teach non 
Starter vocabulary if students ask for it (eg neck, teeth, cheeks, 
eyebrows). 

• read out O again. Can learners remember the names of the other 
Starters colours? Do a survey. What is your class group’s favourite 
colour? 

• read out P again. Ask learners to decide what kind of pet lives in that 
boot. After they have chosen an animal (large or small – have fun 
with that idea) perhaps they could draw a picture of it and write two 
sentences about it under their drawing (eg This is Tom’s hippo. It 
lives in Tom’s boot).  

• ask small groups to write the alphabet down vertically and choose 
one new word for each letter. Compare answers in open class. You 
could congratulate any group that thought of a word that no-one 
else had included in their list or if any of the words were really long 
(eg watermelon, crocodile, basketball, favourite, skateboarding, 
television?) Just a thought!		


